
New (and Old) Allegations from PETA, DD 08-01-2023. 
 
Since the PETA has a knack for changing their articles and simply removed the debunked allegations, I 
will first copy the original article from the PETA here: (the Link: 
https://www.veganfirst.com/article/the- coconut-industry-in-thailand-is-not-cruelty-free-heres-why) 
 
PETA is using our and my name and taking positions so far from the truth that we feel compelled to 
respond. 
 
It is impossible to respond to their article online. PETA writes that they visited us "under-cover". We 
wonder why they don't visit us openly. Just like so many other visitors. I will try to debunk the 
inaccurate arguments used by PETA below. At the very bottom is the article as PETA originally 
published it on 08-01-2023. 
 
Always in blue PETA's original writing. 
 
The monkeys mostly belong to the endangered species of macaques and capturing them entails a 
sentence of two years. 
Catching animals from the wild is always prohibited in Thai law. The monkeys used for coconut 
picking are specifically bred for working. The monkeys are microchipped, and their parents must be 
known. 
 
Macaque monkeys are curious, social, and active animals. The Thai coconut industry prevents them 
from exercising any of these behaviours. 
It is precisely this natural behavior that is necessary for the monkeys to be successful, and is 
therefore part of the reward used to train the animals. 
 
They are kidnapped from the wild, snatched away from their mothers, and held captive in isolation. 
When they are not in “monkey schools” – where they are trained to pick coconuts, they are kept in 
small cages and unnatural surroundings. 
This is absolutely not true, and even a blatant lie. The animals are not from the wild. Most monkeys 
are kept as pets by their owners. A bit equivalent to a police dog being kept as a house dog when he 
is not working with his handler. 
 
Places like First Monkey School based in Surat-Thani have even designed courses based on the 
complexity of the task involved. 
That's great, tailor-made training. 
 
When interviewed, the owners of the school denied that any form of abuse takes place while training 
the monkeys. Their stance is that the monkeys are trained with love and rewards and no amount of 
coercion is involved. 
Anyone who comes to us can see that no violence and no coercion is used to train the monkeys. We 
have been doing this on this way for almost 60 years. 
 
However, the PETA undercover investigation reported that chained monkeys were made to perform 
in front of crowds and sit behind tourists for a scooter ride. 
We very rarely have huge numbers of visitors. That is only if we are visited by Thai schools. It is quite 
unlikely that PETA's "Under-cover Investigators" have seen huge numbers of visitors at our place. The 
monkeys voluntarily jump on the back of our motorcycle. The monkeys really like that ride. Just like 
when your dog happily jumps in the car, because that means a ride to the woods or the beach. 
Visitors don't see a show with us, but only the things the monkeys have to learn to become a good 



coconut picker. They usually go to work by motorcycle. So they have to learn this. They enjoy 
working, so they enthusiastically jump on the back of the bike. 
 
Another statistic that depicts the scale of abuse is the number of coconuts picked by each monkey 
daily. Female monkeys pick around 600 while male monkeys pick up to 1600. According to Arjen 
Schroevers (spouse of Somjai Saekhow – the owner of First Monkey School), these numbers are true 
only if these conditions are met – the monkey must be well-trained, in good condition, trees must be 
full of fruits, and close to each other so the monkeys can cover maximum trees in a day. 
These huge numbers of coconuts picked are rare, but certainly possible. 
 
In a public letter, Arjen claims that PETA is a “militant vegan organisation…trying to cut all ties 
between humans and animals”. He started by stating that “the entire PETA investigation is non-
sense” and further continued to justify or refute the statements provided in the investigation's 
reports. He was also quoted saying “…they (the monkeys) like the attention, and they enjoy 
working”. 
This is all correct! (see my first article: https://www.firstschoolformonkeys.com/nl/mishandelde-
apen/) 
 
From an animal rights standpoint, “training” any animal to perform certain tasks goes against their 
right to bodily autonomy and mental safety. When separated from their natural environment and 
family members, monkeys are conditioned to form bonds with their human captors or trainers and 
heed to their instructions. 
Training animals is by far the best if the animals like it and do it with pleasure. That is why we are so 
good at training monkeys for their task. 
 
This practice is equivalent to training animals for circuses and shows – an industry which has already 
banned the use of animals in India. It is a form of coercion if monkeys are rewarded to perform acts 
that they wouldn't naturally, in the wild. Ethically, it is wrong to exploit animals for profit. 
It is more comparable to training animals for tasks that humans can’t do, or not want to do. Police 
dogs, sniffer dogs, guide dogs for the blind, farm animals, and the like. 
 
Videos of terrified monkeys being tangled by their necks and of monkeys pacing back and forth in 
anxiety are proof enough that unchecked violence goes on in these farms. 
Most of these videos are made by the activists, who then stand close to the monkeys. The monkeys 
are terrified of strangers, and then show fearful behavior. 
 
The whole PETA article: 
January 8th, 2023 

Based on PETA Asia’s third investigation into Thailand’s coconut industry, highly 
intelligent monkeys are still being enslaved to pick heavy coconuts. This comes as a shock to 
animal rights activists around the world as the Thailand government had agreed to curb the use of 
monkeys in coconut-based industries. The investigations began in 2019 and 2020, after which PETA 
Asia had released footage that exposed this violent industry. 

There was widespread backlash following the release that resulted in major US retail chains like 
Trader Joe’s and Costco to stop sourcing coconut milk from companies found to use monkey 
labour. 

Thailand happens to be the world’s third largest exporter of coconuts after Indonesia and 
Philippines, exporting more than 500,000 tons in 2019. But since PETA’s first investigation, 
some coconut based retailers have seen a 30% decline in sales. 



The monkeys mostly belong to the endangered species of macaques and capturing them entails a 
sentence of two years. Pig-tailed macaques are protected by Thai law and yet thousands of 
monkeys remain chained on coconut farms to date.   

Macaque monkeys are curious, social, and active animals. The Thai coconut industry prevents 
them from exercising any of these behaviours. They are kidnapped from the wild, snatched away 
from their mothers, and held captive in isolation. When they are not in “monkey schools” – where 
they are trained to pick coconuts, they are kept in small cages and unnatural surroundings. 

Places like First Monkey School based in Surat-Thani have even designed courses based on the 
complexity of the task involved. When interviewed, the owners of the school denied that any form 
of abuse takes place while training the monkeys. Their stance is that the monkeys are trained with 
love and rewards and no amount of coercion is involved. However, the PETA undercover 
investigation reported that chained monkeys were made to perform in front of crowds and sit 
behind tourists for a scooter ride. 

Another statistic that depicts the scale of abuse is the number of coconuts picked by each monkey 
daily. Female monkeys pick around 600 while male monkeys pick up to 1600. According to Arjen 
Schroevers (spouse of Somjai Saekhow – the owner of First Monkey School), these numbers are 
true only if these conditions are met – the monkey must be well-trained, in good condition, trees 
must be full of fruits, and close to each other so the monkeys can cover maximum trees in a day. 

In a public letter, Arjen claimed that PETA is a “militant vegan organisation…trying to cut all ties 
between humans and animals”. He started by stating that “the entire PETA investigation is non-
sense” and further continued to justify or refute the statements provided in the investigation’s 
reports. He was also quoted saying “…they (the monkeys) like the attention, and they enjoy 
working”. 

From an animal rights standpoint, “training” any animal to perform certain tasks goes against their 
right to bodily autonomy and mental safety. When separated from their natural environment 
and family members, monkeys are conditioned to form bonds with their human captors or trainers 
and heed to their instructions. 

This practice is equivalent to training animals for circuses and shows – an industry which has 
already banned the use of animals in India. It is a form of coercion if monkeys are rewarded to 
perform acts that they wouldn’t naturally, in the wild. Ethically, it is wrong to exploit animals for 
profit. 

Videos of terrified monkeys being dangled by their necks and of monkeys pacing back and forth in 
anxiety are proof enough that unchecked violence goes on in these farms. 

The Thai government is being unforthcoming with action against monkey labour despite the 
growing concern worldwide. However, they have stopped promoting monkey schools on their 
tourism website. 

Avinash Desamangalam, a research manager at Mordor Intelligence, has studied the rise of 
coconut milk consumption in the world – and says that it is expected to double in the next 5 years. 
More and more people are turning to coconut milk as an alternative to dairy milk. Consumers 
wanting to lead a cruelty free life are facing a paradox – the supply chain for coconut milk sadly 
involves rampant cruelty and abuse of animals.  

There is a ray of hope that exists in this scenario. Fifteen years ago, an estimated 15,000 monkeys 
were held captive on coconut farms. Today there are 3000 captive monkeys. Thanks to revelations 
about monkey labour and growing awareness for animal welfare, organisations such as Wildlife 
Friends Foundation are rescuing and rehabilitating monkeys in higher numbers. The financial 



hardship caused during the pandemic also forced some coconut growers to surrender their 
monkeys to government-run centres. 

To reduce suffering further, PETA’s corporate responsibility officer suggests that coconut-
harvesting equipment could be subsidized for local farmers. 

 


